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TEXAS AND THE
GREATER SOUTHWEST CHAPTER
The semi-annual meeting was held
March 20, 2003, at the Holiday Inn Express
in Huntsville, Texas.
The meeting was called to order by
President Herb Stern and the Pledge of
Allegiance was led by John W. Miller.
Ernie Botella read the minutes of the
last meeting in Burleson, Texas and reported the Chapter's current balance of $842.33.
As the Chapter does not assess dues, the
OCTOFOIL banner was used to accept
$100.00 from the members present.
The nominating committee reported its
recommendation for a slate of officers to
serve the Chapter for the next two years.
Their recommendation was: President, John
W. Miller; First Vice President, Jack Blann;
Second Vice President, Herb Stern;
Secretary-Treasurer, Ernie Botella; Sgt. at
Arms, Willard Norris; Chaplain, W.M.
(Dub) Lynch; Publicity, Gordon Schneider.
A motion was made and seconded to
approve the entire slate of officers as recommended by the nominating committee.
A site selection committee of Miller,
Botella, and Schneider was appointed. The
current choices are Austin and San Antonio.
Manuel Castillo will explore the possibilities in Austin and Ernie Botella will evaluate San Antonio for the fall meeting location.
A discussion of potential agenda items
for the forthcoming National meeting in
Lancaster, PA focused on the possibility of
engaging a firm to administer the National
Convention. It is the Chapter's recommendation that besides the expense of hiring a
firm, too much control would be lost by the
9th Inf. Div. Assn. The Chapter's board
members will therefore not recommend hiring an outside firm.
Incoming President John W. Miller

brought up the suggestion that we evaluate
the present procedure of mailings to all seventy-four members on the roster of the
Chapter. With mailing and printing costs
continuing to escalate, we need to evaluate
a,procedure by which we can further purge
the file of those who cannot or desire not to
be active in the Chapter. This item will be
discussed in the next Chapter newsletter.
On March 21, the members visited the
HEARTS VETERANS MUSEUM at the
West Hill Mall, Hwy. 30, West of 1-45 in
Huntsville. A local volunteer group was
offered rent free, approximately 3000
square feet in the Mall. Thru donations,
they are able to pay for the utilities. The collection of artifacts, pictures, medals, uniforms, weapons, covers the period of World
War I thru the Desert Storm campaign. The
Curator, Charlotte Olenik, was on hand and
had arranged for a Korea-Vietnam veteran
to guide us thru the displays, organized by
Wars, and the respective branches of the
armed forces.
We were then met by a life-long friend
of our WilIard Norris. The Colonel and
Willard had both entered basic training at
the same time. The Colonel went on to serve
with the.3rd Inf. Div. where he was awarded three Silver Stars and two Purple Hearts.
Those in attendance at the meeting
were: M/M John Arnold, M/M Jack Blann,
M/M Ernie Botella, Sam Burns and Anita
Biver, along with her daughter, M/M
Manuel Castillo, MlM Dick Granbery,
MlM John W. Miller, M/M Willard Norris,
MlM Herb Stern, and Gordon Schneider.
.
Gordon A. Schneider
Apt. 1223

Worcester - 2003
"Lest We Forget"
We who call ourselves the "Friends of Father Connors"
shall meet again in praying for our dead on
Sunday, October 19, 2003
at the ten o'clock Mass at the
Church of the Immaculate Conception,
Grove Street, Worcester, Mass.
We will also remember in our prayers the men that wore the Octofoil,
returned home with us and have now gone to their eternal reward.
A service will follow the Mass at our memorial on the church grounds
to honor the dead (4,581) that are listed on the Microfil~
set into the wall of our memorial.
We will sponsor a luncheon at the Holiday Inn,
500 Lincoln Street, Worcester, MA 01605 at 12:30 PM.
As our good friend Tom Boyle had always stated,
"We will have you on your way home by 3:00 PM."
We invite all members to join us as we pray for our dead.
We have reserved rooms at the Holiday Inn, Worcester.
Reservations must be made by yourselves by Sept. 21st, 2003.
The phone number is 1-508-852-4000.
Reservations for the luncheon must be made payable to
"Ninth Infantry Division Association"
at a per person cost of $20.00 and mailed to
Herbert E. Olsen
Po. Box 845
Marstons Mills, MA 02648
Should you have problems, please call 1-508-420-3320
The CP room will open Saturday afternoon, October 18th.
Tom Boyle - Fran Maher - Ron Murphy
Herb Olsen
PS:- Father Bill Champlin has replaced our friend, the late Msgr. Needham as pastor of
the Church of the Immaculate Conception.
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KUTSHER'S WELCOMES THE
9th INF DIV ASSN 59th REUNION
Kutsher's Country Club Resort Hotel
Monticello, New York
Monday to Thursday, May 10-13, 2004
Next spring all roads will lead to the internationally famous Kutsher's Hotel in the
Catskill Mountains, Monticello, New York.
The members who attended our last soiree at
Kutsher's for the Y2K Reunion will still feel
at home when they return. But, the Kutsher's
staff has not been resting on their laurels
since we were there in 2000. They have been
fixing and upgrading and renovating without
removing the comtortable feeling about the
hotel. All of the improvements have been
made to our benefit. How can I put it? It's the
same as it was only better. Come and see,
you will enjoy.
Remember there are
NO STRIP TICKETS.
The all-inclusive price covers everything
that we need to have a good reunion. After
dinner on Monday, May 10th, there will be a
one hour Welcome Party with beer, -soda,
pretzels and chips, and an open cash bar.
Stay where you are after the Welcome Party
and enjoy the show in the Stardust Night
club. Maybe you would like the other show
in the Deep-End Lounge instead of the one
on stage. All-inclusive also means three
meals a day, every day. It will be impossible
to leave the dining room and still be hungry
after any meal, be it breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Don't overlook the lavish cocktail party
with open bar and hot and cold hors d' oeuvres on Wednesday prior to our banquet.
That one is also complimentary.
Remember there are
NO STRIP TICKETS.
Free amenities include:* Different all-star
variety show nightly * Never a cover or minimum * Health and Fitness Center * Indoor
Swimming Pool * Shopping Arcade * Valet

Car Parking * Tennis * Handball *
Paddleball * Dance Classes * Bingo * Trivia
Contests * Shuttle bus to Apollo Mall.
********
One of the most amazing things about the
Association's contract with the Kutsher's
management is that the prices have increased
a mere FIVE dollars a day per person above
what we paid tour years ago. To my way of
thinking we have to jump on these low prices
before the powers to be fully realize, that in
this day and age, the deal is almost a steal. I
guess we have to win one once in a while,
don't you think?
Some of our members paid more than our
advertised prices because they did not read
the fine print. They paid their bill with a
credit card, and in so doing incurred the
"Tax Gremlins". The NY State Tax, the
Sullivan County Tax, and the local Hotel
Tax; all of that could have been sidestepped
by paying by check through our Association.
\Ve require a $50.00 per person deposit
secured by a check made out to "59th
Reunion 2004"and. sent to my address (224
North Grove St., Valley Stream, NY 11580)
The balance is due by another check made
before you leave for home. An operation so
simple that it seems to be wrong, but it isn't.
It works.
If you are concerned about getting a
refund once you have made a commitment,
let me put you straight on that point. Nobody
will be suffering any money loss if they find
that they have to cancel out at the last minute
for any reason. We had cancellations on the
opening day in 2000 and although I was agitated, every "no show" received their full
refund, No charges or fees were deducted, no
questions asked, no special qualifying situations. Just sorry to see that people had to
back out of the good time..
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GREATER NEW YORK AREA CHAPTER

THE OCTOFOIL
224 North Grove Street, Valley Stream, NY 11580

The NY Chapter met at the 69th Regt.
Armory, 25th St. and Lexington Ave., NYC
on Friday, March 21, 2003. There were no
meetings held in January or February.
Eight members attended the meeting,
which was opened by newly elected
President Ed Harris at 7:30 PM. We began
with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag
and observed a moment of silence for our
deceased comrades.
Previous minutes were read by the
Recording Secretary, yours truly, and the
financial report was presented by
Secretary/Treasurer Al Zenka. Zenka also
read correspondence received from farflung members and spouses: May Jones,
Bob and Marie Bovanizer, Bill Muldoon,
John Pryzbylski, Bill Ring, Saul Bernstein,
Joe Donovan, Kathryn Tasco, Al Baccile,
Charlie Warner, Isidore Geisser, Marion
Haroutunian, Ray Tujague, and Virginia
Fitzgerald.
Next order of business was appointing
NY Chapter committee delegates to the
58th Reunion in Lancaster, PA. They are:
Al Zenka - ByLaws, Charlie LiBretto Nominations, Marv Levy - Newspaper, and
Adolph Wadalavage - Miscellaneous.
Joe Killen reported that he had picked up
four potentially new 9th members on the
Internet.

Editor: Joe Killen
Editor Emeritus: Dan Quinn

National Officers
President
Elmer R. Wagner

Board of Governors
2004

Gordon Anderson
Des Plaines, IL

Pete Radichio
Hernando, FL

Tom Saunders
Tom Hatton, 1st V.P

Redford, MI

Herb Stern
Houston, TX

Adolph Wadalavage
Ozone Park, NY

Jack A. Collier, 2nd V. P.

Edward V. Gill
Somers Point, NJ

2005

Charles LiBretto
Pat DeColli, 3rd V.P.
1017 Jackson Street

Fairview, TX

Pat DeColIi
Philadelphia, PA

Elmer R. Wagner
Bay City, MI

George H. Brown

Dave Heller
Judge Advocate

Toano, VA

ANNUAL PINELAWN MEMORIAL
SERVICE IN MAY

2006

John Maloney

Marv Levy
Co A 60th

Regarding the annual NY Chapter
Memorial Service at VA National
Cemetery, Farmingdale, Long Island,
Saturday May 17, Wadalavage wanted me to
find out whether the VA cemetery would

Bennington, VT

Joe Killen, Secretary & Treasurer

dispose of members' worn American flags,
which used to be disposed of ceremoniously by the American Legion. (Latest VA
Info: Flags can be turned in at Farmingdale
cemetery which will then be sent to
Calverton National Cemetery, L.I. for disposal.
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.
There would be no meeting in April. The
next meeting would be held following
memorial services in May in the VA
National Cemetery community room.
Afterwards, we will have lunch at a local
diner. The next meeting at the 69th Regt.
Armory will be on Friday, June 20th.
Others attending the March meeting not
mentioned above were: Mike Gatto,
Charlie LiBretto, and Joe Rzesniowiecki.
Friar Tuck Mini-Reunion
Those interested in attending the Friar
Tuck get-together, Sept. 8 to 12, 2003
should contact Al Zenka at the address
below. Details of costs and accommodations are the same as last year.
It's dues time, comrades, for those who
haven't paid their dues for 2003. It's $10 for
one year, $25 for 3 years and $75 for
Lifetime membership. Make checks
payable to NY Area Chapter, 9th Inf Div
Assn and send to Al Zenka , Secretary/
Treasurer,

Albert Lubrano
Brick, NJ

William Robey
axon Hill, MD

Charles Van DerPoel
Dan Quinn, Secretary Emeritus

Jacksonville, FL

TAPS SOUNDED

John Clouser
Gladstone, MI
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Henry R. Santos
Co. A 15th Engrs.

Thomas McGinley
Cannon Co. 47th Inf.

Edwin W. Wisniewski
Service Co. 47th Inf.

Jacob "Jake" Nailor III
9th M.P. Platoon

.

Mitchell Potwora
Service Btry. 34th F A.

Stephen B. Grey
(no unit given)

z $10.00
.

Jean Baudouy
widow of Dick Baudouy
Co. M 47th Inf.

Charles Fisher
Co. K 60th Inf.

.

I was a member of:

.

Donation Memorial:

z $25.00
z $75.00

Life Membership
Ladies Auxiliary Member
Decals
d Philly-Delaware Valley
d Illinois
d New England
d Florida
d Texas

9th Div. ;

Cole Gronseth
Co. M 60th Inf.

Betty 1. Landis
Wife of Robert H. Landis
Co. F 47th Inf.

Colie Daniels
Co. M 60th Inf.

Joseph F. Kearns
Co. M 47th Inf.

George Brum
Co. M 60th Inf.

Nila Colclasure
Wife of Wyett H. Colclasure
2nd Bn. 60th Inf.

.

THREE-YEAR MEMBER

z $3.00
z 2/$1.00
Greater New York
Washington, nc.
Michigan
New Jersey
South West

Generoso "Jerry" Fasano
Co. A 15th Engineers

Grace Gaertner
Wi fe of Howard Gaertner

Street Address

I wish to sign up for the following:
Regular Member per year
Sustaining Member

Jean Gricoskie
Wife of Gilbert Gricoskie
Co. E 39th Inf.

Philip R. Cancellate
39th Inf. Medic

.

Regiment

William R. Dobbins
Co. K 60th Inf.

William F. Channel
Co. M 47th Inf.

Arlie R. "Jake" Foster
Co. L 60th Inf.

Joe Killen, SecretaryfTreasurer, 9th Infantry Division Assn. 224 North Grove
Street, Valley Stream, N.Y. 11580
Enclosed please find dues for:
Name..........
Serial No

Company

TAPS SOUNDED

Robert Hulslander
1& L Cos. 60th Inf.

Marion Anderson
Wife of Gordon Anderson
9th Recon

NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Battery

There is no Death!
What seems so is transition
This Ii fe of Mortal breath
Is but a suburb of the life elysian
Whose portal we call death

Anthony Bolognese
2nd Bn Hq. Co. 47th Inf.

Joseph Gargie
Co. M 60th Inf.

Arthur 1. Yard
60th Inf.
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WE ARE COMING BACK
It's the coming back, I hate worst of all
It grates on my nerves worse than gall.
A wreck, they'll say, when I land today,
And with sighs ofpity they'll turn away.
With empty sleeve and a face a mess,
I'm no more than half a man, I guess,
And it's tearing my heart slowly apart,
And I wonder how I'll make a new start.
I left these shores not so long ago,
As fit as any man who'd go,
I held my head high as could be,
And was proud to fight for our Liberty.
For it isn't so hard to go in and fight,
When you know your cause is more than
right,
And it isn't so hard for men to die,
The hardest of all is to hear folks sigh.
So help me forget, don't sympathize,
I can't get cheery on long drawn sighs,
Just take and shake my one good hand,
Then I'll know you understand.
Buck Private McCollum wrote this
poem shortly after World War I, and was
published as part of the "Lost Battalion"
History (77th Infantry Division).
Little did he realize that his words
would be appropriate thru the years of
World War II, Korea, Viet-Nam, Desert
Storm, and yes, even today.
Former editor Paul Plunkett ran it in
some of the. earlier editions of the Octofoil
and I ~ave dug it out because it is still a
gem.
Thank you, Lord, for putting the pen in
the hands of Buck Private McCollum so
that he could write what we all feel in our
hearts.

ON TO SCHEVENHUTTE
WITH THE 15TH ENGINEERS
AN EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT
by Charlie Hoffmann
The time was mid Sept. 1944 and we
were going through part of the "Siegfried"
line. We were the 3rd platoon of Co. B,
15th Engineers attached to the 3rd Bn. of
the 47th Inf. Regt. A few of the platoon
were in front of a couple of tanks, sweeping the dirt road for mines. The rest of us
were walking or riding with the guys of Co.
K-47 through this very wooded section
known as the Huertgen Forest. It was very
hot and as we stopped for a break, Gen.
Craig came riding up in a jeep and asked
about the Bn's progress. I remember how
concerned he was about checking the
cleared trails to our left and right, which
were called firebreaks. He told his driver to
ride up each one for a long way; just to be
sure we weren't getting ambushed. I knew
right then that we were left in good hands
by Gen. Eddy who had just left the
Division to take a higher command.

TANK OF FIRE
By late afternoon we had not contacted
the enemy and thought they must be long
gone; when a few shells hit to our right
flank. A short while later we heard a few
rounds to our front and saw black smoke
rising around a bend in the road. When we
advanced to where the smoke was, we saw
a German tank on fire. It had been hit by
one of our tanks. The driver and front gunner were burned to death but the others
had escaped.
It was early evening when we entered
the town of Schevenhutte. One squad of

Engineers took over a house and a connecting barn. The rest of us took over a
house and connecting bakery down the
road. There was an open area about the
size of a football field between both houses. Our trucks parked off the dirt road,
spaced apart for protection.
Just as it became dark, we set up our
guard posts. I picked the shift starting at 3
AM. I remember being awakened and
brought to a rise of ground along side of
the road where the trucks were parked. It
was very dark and every so often a flash
from our artillery (I hoped it was ours)
would light up the sky. It was near the end
of my shift when I heard a noise. Falling
flat on my stomach, with my rifle at the
ready, I lay there for a few minutes before
realizing it was a cow grazing on the hill.

crew down the road. Trying to hurry now
as we figured they may have seen him and
would come to check the area.. Pappy and I
were hooking up a grenade when I happened to look down the road and saw some
men coming toward us. They didn't see us
as we were on the part of the road that
turned to go over the bridge. We were hidden by bushes that were growing on the
side of both roads. As they came closer we
could see that it was a German patrol of
eight men. I threw some pebbles at Mousey
across the road to get his attention because
he was busy hooking up some wire and
hadn't seen the patrol. Mousey waited and
as they came to about thirty feet from us he
jumped out on the road and kneeling low
with his rifle, he ordered them to surrender.

ORGANIZED. OUR DEFENSES

"HOOT GIBSON"

When morning came we organized our
defenses, setting up 3 machine guns. The
47th Cannon Co. set up a listening post
along with their cannons. We helped erect
a roadblock going out of Schevenhutte
toward an open flank. Meanwhile the 3rd
Bn. of the 47th had dug-in in front of us.

The first two seemed to throw their
hands up but the ones behind shouted
something and they all took off to the
woods. We all opened up then and for a
few seconds I heard a lot of firing and then
silence. I looked around and found that I
was the only one there. I took off like a
rabbit over the bridge and up the road,
shooting over .my shoulder like "Hoot
Gibson" while I ran. When I got into the
woods, I overtook the rest of the guys like
they were sJanding still! We ran until we
dropped and I'm sure the Germans did the
same. Lieut. Gaspari had ordered us to pull
back but I never heard him.

PATROL
The second night as we were sleeping in
the bakery, Corporal Darrigo woke five of
us up to go on patrol. It was raining as we
started down the road past the roadblock
and out into the open flank. We were told
to see if a small bridge, located on our
map, was still intact. After walking about
a mile, we stopped and Corporal Darrigo
told me to walk to my right about a hundred feet and check for the bridge. I found
it and looked it over. Seeing that it was OK,
I turned around and headed back to where
the other guys were. I started to tell
Darrigo about the bridge, when he
clamped his hand over my mouth. I didn't
realize it right away but as I stood there I
heard voices in the woods to our right. At
first it sounded like a record player with
guttural sounds coming out but as we listened closer we soon realized it was the
enemy.
We all stood frozen for a few seconds
and then one of us suggested taking our
shoes off so we wouldn't kick the small
pebbles on the road. Holding our shoes in
one hand and our rifles in the other, we followed each other down the road. Oh! Our
poor feet but no one made a sound.
Halfway back we ran into some of our men
in a jeep, filled with mines, coming to meet
us. When we told them what had happened, they hesitated. Then we heard the
sound of a tracked vehicle coming up the
road toward us. Almost certain that it was
a German tank, we continued back into
Schevenhutte, changing our plans for the
time being.

BIRTHDAY PRESENT
On Sept. 18th Lieut. Gaspari asked for
volunteers to go back to the bridge and
plant mines along with booby traps. I
remember the date well, as it was my birthday. I didn't have to volunteer as Pappy
Grauer and Mousey Waldron did it for me.
I guess they figured that they were giving
me a birthday present.
We started out around early afternoon,
loaded down with mines, grenades, stakes
and wire. This time we went through the
woods, staying a little way in off of the
road. When we arrived at the bridge area
we started to dig in the mines and hook up
the booby traps. Corp. lIves, known as the
Finn, went around a bend in the road to act
as a lookout for us.
Before long he was back, saying he had
seen what looked like an Anti-tank gun and

ART SCHMIDT WAS HIT
The next morning, just before dawn, the
Germans opened up with heavy artillery
fire on us. We stayed in the house until the
shelling stopped and then the men up at the
listening post were attacked. Art Schmidt
was up there along with Mousey Waldron
and some of the men from the 47th. Art
was hit in the leg by a slug from a burp gun
and fell in the yard near the house there.
Mousey helped him into the house and
down into the cellar where some German
civilians were hiding. Two German soldiers
came into the house and wanted Mousy
and Art to surrender. Mousey said that he
would shoot the civilians so the soldiers
left.
Down the road the first squad was living in a barn next to another house. Across
the road they had a .50 caliber machine
gun dug in and three of the guys were manning it. The Germans came over the hill
and down the road, over running the gun
and the crew. Sy Garber was hit in the neck
and Sgt. Hayes was shot in the leg.

THREW TWO GRENADES
The Germans came to the barn and
threw two grenades inside, figuring that
that would take care of anyone in there.
Two of the enemy entered and turned their
backs to the guys of the first squad. They
didn't know that the guys had hidden
behind a small brick wall when the
grenades exploded. Jerry Schwartz came
up from behind the brick wall and shot the
two of them who were carrying
"Panzerfausts". They crawled out of the
barn door and into a small shed. They were
still hollering for help when it was all over.
The rest of the Germans stormed down the
road and across the field to the house that
we were in. I remember going to the win-

LADms~

CORNER

It was good to see so many old friends
and acquaintances at the (ancaster
Reunion. Seems all had a good time. There
were many things to see and do along with
all of the activities of the Reunion.
There were 37 attending the Ladies Aux.
meeting. We all enjoyed Rose Heiberger
who showed a film and then spoke on the
Amish traditions. She was very informative.
Later, our elections for the year 2004
were held and the officers are: -

President
Jean Geary

Vice Pres. & Secretary
Judy Goldsmith

Treasurer
Lola Booth

Chaplin
Ellen Schumacher

It was voted on at the meeting to donate
$200 each to three VA hospitals or VA clinics which shall be named later. Again we
wish to thank all of you who donated the
beautiful hand made items and all the other
beautiful gifts for the raffle table; and also
to all who purchased chances on same. We
had an excellent sale this year. Ladies don't
forget to remind your man when he's paying
his dues, to send in extra towards the
Octofoil; and you life members must also
help out by sending in a donation so we can
keep the paper circulating. More news
later.
Have a good, safe and healthy summer
Jean Geary
dow with Corp. Darrigo, just as a rifle
grenade hit the window. Darrigo was hit in
the left hip. Lieut. Gaspari told a few of us
to help man the machine guns outside.
Little did he know the Finn, Ressa and
Mousey were already on the two .30 calibers, firing away. Vic Yanchunis was in the
barn, shooting at the enemy to protect the
guys on the machine guns. He was killed
while firing his rifle.

WE HOLD
The Germans finally retreated, leaving
their dead and wounded. Sgt. Hayes also
died, bleeding to death from his leg wound.
This was a diversionary attack. The main
attack came to our front where the 47th
was dug in. The Germans took a beating
that day; but we lost men too.
We were relieved by the first platoon
that afternoon. All of us were saddened by
the loss of our brave men who were a credit to the 9th Infantry Division
Charlie Hoffmann,
Co. B, 15th Engrs.

Are You Up To Date
With Your Dues?
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MINUTES OF THE 199TH BOARD OF
GOVERNORS MEETING

The 199th meeting of the National Board of Governors of the Ninth Infantry
Division Association was held on Tuesday, April 22nd at the Host Resort and
Conference Center, Lancaster, Penn. During the 58th annual reunion, President
George H. Brown called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. with the following members of the Board present: - Ed V. Gill, Judge Advocate Dave Heller, Herb Olsen,
Elmer Wagner, Adolph Wadalavage, Charles LiBretto, Jack Blann, Herb Stern, Al
Perna, H. F Stansell, Pete Radichio, and Alternate Rodger Alsgaard for the absent
Tom Saunders. National Association Officers attending were:- 1st Vice-President Tom
Hatton, 3rd Vice-President Emil Langer, Secretary Emeritus Daniel Quinn, and
Secretary and Treasurer Joe Killen. Other parties interested in the proceedings were:
- Paul Schumacher, Bill Doty, Mike Belmonte, Martin Gross, Len Tomassone, Anton
Dietrich, John Clouser, Chuck Van DerPoel, Al Zenka, Bill Robey, Bob DeSandy,
John Leahy, and Ralph Williams.
..
President George H. Brown requested all of the attendees stand for the tradItIOnal
reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain s~anding for a moment
of silent tribute to our departed comrades of WW II and also for our members who
have since joined those that did not return from the battlefield..
.
President Brown then called for the minutes of the two preVIOUS Board of
Governors meetings to be read. The minutes of the 197th meeting on May 9, 2002 in
Pigeon Forge, Tenn. were read and on a motion made by Elmer W~gner, seconded.by
Al Perna, they were voted to be accepted as read. The minutes of the 198th meetmg
on October 19, 2002 in Worcester, Mass. were read and on a motion made by Dave
Heller, seconded by Pete Radichio, they were voted to be accepted as read. The
Secretary was instructed to place a copy of each on file in the Association's records.
President Brown called for the Treasurer's report which was read. All of the Board
members had received a copy of the report previously so they could follow the reading without difficulty. Upon a motion made by Herb Stern, seconded by Herb Olsen,
the body voted to accept the Treasurer's report.
'"
President Brown asked for a report on the status of our ongomg reUnion. ReUnion
Chairman Al Perna reported that all aspects were under control and a fina~ talley
would be delayed as people were still in the process of checking in to our reUnion. He
was disappointed that some members had to cancel their reservations at the eleve~th
hour; but he realizes that that type of situation can occur frequently at our stage of lIfe.
President Brown thanked Perna for his report and asked that he convey congratulations for a job well done to Esther Libretto and Felice Perna, who have worked diligently while assisting Al Perna in providing a smooth welcome to our members.
President Brown then acknowledged triple Past President John Clouser, who had
previously asked permission to address the Board. Clouser then read .fr~m .corr~sp?n
dence that he had received from an outside concern whose interests lIe m functIOning
as a middleman between any associations and their prospective reunion sites. Fees for
this service were discussed, and the matter of turning over our reunion business to
people not in our association was tabled for further study in the future.
. '"
The topic on the wording of the By-Laws was brou.ght befor~ ~he bo?y. SpeCIfIcally.
would it require a change in the By-Laws to combme the offIces of Secretary and
Treasurer? The answer was yes, it would and the procedure to institute the changes
would involve a considerable time period. Pete Radichio made a motion to allow two
separate offices to be held by one man during the san:e term of ~ffice. Elmer Wagner
seconded that motion, and the body voted to agree WIth the motIon.
Charles LiBretto then asked for the floor and when recognized asked that all present give a standing ovation to Dan Quinn, our Secretary Emeritus, for his dedicated
service of 46 years in the office of Secretary. Everyone present gave a whole-hearted
salute and a well done to Dan.
Elmer Wagner brought up the topic of turning over our archives t? the Infantry
Museum at Fort Benning, Georgia. It was also suggested that CarlIsle Barracks,
Pennsylvania might accept our items as they are a research center and a larger number of people access their facilities. The discussion was tabled for future study.
President Brown then assigned members of the Board of Governors to act as committee chairmen for the General meeting to be held the next morning. The assignments were as follows: .
Jack Blann
Nominating
Newspaper
Elmer Wagner
Finance
Herb Olsen
Miscellaneous
Adolph Wadalavage
By-Laws
Dave Heller
There was no further business to come before the Board and upon a motion to close
made by Al Perna and seconded by Elmer Wagner, it was voted to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Joe Killen, Secretary
30 April 2003

MINUTES OF THE 200TH MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
The 200th meeting of the National Board of Governors of th~ Ninth Infantry
Division Association was held on April 23rd, 2003 in the Host Resort and Conference
Center, Lancaster, PA. during the 58th annual reunion. At 4:07 P M. President George
H. Brown called the meeting to order with the following Board members present: Pete
Radichio, Herb Stern, Ed V. Gill, Adolph Wadalavage, Elmer Wagner, Pat DeColli,
Charles LiBretto, Charles Van DerPoel, Tom Hatton, and Alternate Rodger E.
Alsgaard. Judge Advocate Dave Heller and Treasurer Joe Killen also were present.
Other interested parties included Paul Schumacher, Bob DeSandy, Jack .Co~lIer, Bo?
Mandel, John Moore, Al Ferrante, Bill Greco, Everett Tapp, Anton DIetrIch, EmIl
Langer, Al Zenka, Martin Gross, Al Perna, Herb Olsen, Len Tomassone, H. F.

Stansell, and John Clouser.
President Brown asked the assembly to stand for our Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag, arid to remain standing for a moment of silent prayer for our ~eparted comr~des
of World War II and for those who have since joined those who dId not return from
the battlefields.
Tom Hatton asked for the floor and was recognized. He stated that he was honored
to be selected to serve on the Board. However, he felt that he should not replace a
member from a Chapter other than his own as it would upset the traditional balance
that the Board has tried to maintain for all of these years. Rather than set a precedent,
he tendered his resignation. President Brown thanked Hatton for his thoughtfulness in
regards to our Association.
.
Therefore to replace Dave Heller of the Illinois Chapter, and WIth Tom Hatton
excusing himself, John Clouser was proposed by Dave Heller and seconded by Elmer
Wagner. Clouser was accepted
Upon a motion m~de by El~er W~gner ~nd seconded by Rodger Alsgaard it was voted to dispense WIth the readmg of the mmutes of
the previous day's Board meeting.
.
Upon a motion made by Dave Heller and seconded by Elmer Wagner It was voted
to dispense with the reading of the Treasurer's report.
Elections
President Brown called for the Election of Officers to serve for the coming year.
Elected were:
1st Vice President
President
Elmer Wagner
Tom Hatton
Secretary
Joe Killen
2nd Vice President
Jack Collier
Treasurer
Joe Killen
3rd Vice President
Pat DeColli
Judge Advocate Dave Heller
President George H. Brown thanked the members for their cooperation for the past
year and wished the newly elected President Elmer Wagner all the best for the coming year as he turned over the power of authority.
Reunion 2004
Joe Killen stated that he has been in contact with Kutsher's Country Club,
Monticello, NY and the management is asking that the Association pay a return visit
to the site of our successful (2000) "Reunion Y2K" The date proposed is the second
week in May of 2004, beginning on Monday May 10th and ending after lunch on
Thursday May 13th. George Brown made a motion to accept this proposal and Elmer,
Wagner seconded the motion. The motion was carried. Joe Killen will be assisted by
Joe Maiale and Al Perna will handle the Memorial service arraignments.
There being no further business to come before this body and upon a motion made by
Pat DeColli and seconded by Ed V. Gill it was voted to close the meeting at 4:55 P M.
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph P Killen, Secretary

TREASURER'S REPORT

GENERAL FUND
Projected Balance for May 31, 2002 (as of May 6, 2002)
Corrections required during month of May (+31.50 - 2X 50.00)
CORRECTED GENERAL FUND BALANCE of May 31, 2002

DISBURSEMENTS
Secretary Salary
Clerical Help
Secretary Expenses
Utilities
Postage
Supplies & Misc.
Editor's Expense
Treasurer's Expens
Decal Purchase
Memorial Wreath
Octofoil printing
Octofoil Mailing charge
Trophy House
Accountant
Banking Charges
Total Disbursements

$ 7,471.59
68.50
$ 7,403.09

INCOME
$ 510.00
510.00
699.00
660.00
1,505.00
500.00
300.00
250.00
400.00
150.00
3,560.00
1,557,85
34.95
-0.105.21
$10,842.01

Dues from Members
Donations
Sales of Decals
Interest from
CGM Mutual Funds
Return from'02 Reunion
(repaid seed loan + Profit)
Refund from Printer
Total Income for Year
Prior Corrected Balance
Less Disbursements
BALANCE AVAILABLE
Checking Account Balance
Escrow Amt. for Bank Fees

$ 3,211.00
2,850.00
50.00
467.30
6,451.69
423.00
$13,452.99
+7.403.09
$20,856.08
- 10.842.01
$10,014.07
9,964.07
50.00
$10,014.07

GENERAL INFORMATION ON OUR INVESTED FUNDS
The Association holds shares of CGM Mutual Fund in two separate accounts. The
symbol for this stock is LOMMX if anyone wishes to access a stock market web
page. Telephone information can be had by dialing 1-800-343-5678 and listening for
Fund # 35. Both methods are accessible 24 hours everyday.
The total amount of COM Mutual Fund shares held by this Association is 1017.
719 shares are in one account which pays one annual dividend only
298 shares are in an account which pays a dividend at the end of each quarter.
The price per share as of the close of business on 17 April, 2003 was $16.89.
Therefore $16.89 X 1017 shares = $ 17,177.13 in Invested Funds.
These Funds are under the control of the Board of Governors as of May 9th, 2002.
4/17/03

Respectfully submitted.
Joseph P. Killen, Treasurer
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MINUTES OF THE 58TH REUNION GENERAL MEETING
The 58th Reunion General Meeting took place at the Host Resort and Conference Center,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania on April 23rd, 2003. At 10:05 A.M. President George H. Brown called
the meeting to order with an overflow of members present. The assembled body stood and made
their Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and remained standing for a moment of silent tribute to
our departed members.
Interim Secretary Joe Killen read the minutes of the 57th meeting held in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
and upon a motion made by Len Tomassone and seconded by Al Perna it was voted to: Accept
the minutes of the previous meeting as read and have the Secretary place a copy of the same on
file in the Association records.
President Brown then asked for a recess of thirty minutes so that the various committees
could meet. After the agreed interval had passed, he called the meeting back to order and asked
for the report of the Nominating Committee.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Jack Blann, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, named the following members who
served with him on this committee: Herb Stern, Texas and Greater Southwest Chapter; Charles
LiBretto, Greater New York Chapter; H. F. Stansell, Florida Chapter; and William Robey,
Maryland. He thanked them for their service on behalf of the Association. These members were
named to replace the out going Board members:John Maloney to replace Herb Olsen of
the New England Chapter,
Charles Van DerPoel to replace H. F. Stansell of the Florida Chapter,
Tom Hatton to replace Dave Heller of the Illinois Chapter,
Al Lubrano to replace Jack Blann of the Texas and Greater Southwest Chapter,
William Robey to replace Al Perna of the Philadelphia-Delaware Valley Chapter.
President Brown called for any other nominations from the floor. Martin Gross made a motion
to close the nominations. The motion was seconded by Elmer Wagner and so moved. Anton
Dietrich made a motion to accept the candidates proposed by the committee and to have the
Secretary cast one ballot as a unanimous vote for their election. Mike Belmonte seconded this
motion and it was so voted and acted upon.
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
Dave Heller took the podium as Chairman of the By-Laws Committee and thanked the members who served on this committee. They were Everett Tapp of Michigan, Pat DeColli of
Philadelphia-Delaware Valley, and Al Zenka of Greater New York. Their recommendations are
as follows:
1. - No changes are recommended at this time as no proposals tor amendments
to the By-Laws were submitted to the committee.
2: - The committee recommends that since some questions have arisen in connection
with the demise of the New Jersey Chapter that Article XIII (Local Chapters)
Section 2 should be read to the members at the general meeting.
3 : - The committee recommends that the entire corrected text of the current ByLaws as adopted on May 8, 2002 be published in the Octofoil as soon as possible.
President Brown thanked Heller and his committee for their report and upon a motion made
by Al Perna and seconded by Jack Collier it was voted to accept the By-Laws committee recommendations.
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Herb Olsen Chairman of the Finance Committee named the following members who served
with him on this committee: Martin Gross and Ralph Williams of the Florida Chapter, Tom
Hatton - Michigan Chapter, John Clouser - Illinois Chapter, Al Perna - Philadelphia-Delaware
Valley Chapter. Treasurer Joe Killen also was present at the committee's discussions to answer
any inquiries that may arise pertaining to the budgeted items. The committee recommended that
the budget adopted the prior year should be adopted once again even though our income base
has continuously been diminished due to attrition in our ranks. The Committee Chairman made
a plea for the members to be as generous as possible with their donations to our Association.
Details of Estimated Revenue and Proposed Expenditures

Incolne
$4,400.00
Dues
Sales
150.00
Donations
4,000.00
CGM Dividends
250.00
$8,800.00
Total Inc.

Expenses

Sec. Salary
$1,000.00
Clerical Help
1,000.00
Utilities
1,000.00
Postage
2,000.00
Miscellaneous
400.00
Supplies
500.00
Editor's Expense
300.00
Shortage required
Secretary's Expense
700.00
to Balance Budget
Treasurer's Expense
200.00
$8,005.00
Octofoil Costs
$9,150.00
Accountant
325.00
Memorial Wreath
150.00
Bank Charges
80.00
Total Budget Expenses
$16,805.00
President Brown thanked the committee for their report and upon a motion made by Emil
Langer and seconded by Rodger Alsgaard it was voted to accept the report and the recommendations of the committee.
NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE
When called upon for his report Chairman of the Newspaper Committee Elmer Wagner
named the following members who had served with him on this committee: Charles Van
DerPoel - Florida Chapter, Marv Levy - Greater New York Chapter, Len Tomassone Philadelphia - Delaware Valley Chapter, and Jim Dawson - Michigan Chapter. The Newspaper
Committee would like to thank Secretary and Treasurer Joe Killen for accepting the additional
responsibility of serving as the editor of the Octofoi!. Joe Killen has replaced Dan Quinn, our
editor emeritus, and we thank Dan for serving so faithfully since 1967. The committee recommends that we continue printing five issues a year of the Octofoil which serves as the all important communications means of our membership. It is recommended that the letters to the editor
as well as news about our widows be continued. Also the Ladies Auxiliary should continue to
report on their activities. The Octofoil should be marked if dues are due. President Brown
thanked Elmer Wagner and his committee for their report. Upon a motion made by Dick Stoltz
and seconded by Tom Hatton it was voted to accept the Newspaper Committee report.
MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEE
Adolph Wadalavage Chairman of the Miscellaneous Committee named Rodger E. Alsgaard
and Anton Dietrich as members of this committee. The committee recommends that all reunion
sites should be investigated to make certain that they have facilities for the disabled members.
Serious thought should be given to farming out our future reunions to outside contractors. A
committee should be set up to look at whether the membership wish to continue as we are or
to discontinue the Association as we know it. President Brown thanked Wadalavage and his com-

mittee for their efforts and upon a motion made by Walter Victor and seconded by Pete
Radichio. it was voted to accept the report and recommendations of this committee.
Treasurer Joe Killen gave a detailed report of the financial condition of the Association.
President brown thanked Ki llen for his report and on a motion made by Elmer Wagner and seconded by Martin Gross it was voted to accept the Treasurer's report.
Reunion Chairman Al Perna reported that all aspects of the reunion are under control and
we have a ball park figure of between 240 and 250 people attending this year. There have been
more cancellations than he would like to see but he realizes that such things happen at our stage
of the game.
President Brown announced that plans for the 2004 reunion will have to be decided at the
Board of Governors meeting scheduled for later on this afternoon when the new Board convenes.
There was no other business to come before this assembly and on a motion made by Len
Tomassone and seconded by Tom Hatton the meeting adjourned at 11:50 A. M.
Respectfully submitted,
Joe Killen, interim Secretary.

FLORIDA CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
PORT ST. LUCIE IN 2003
Mark your calendar for November 6, 7,
and 8 to attend the 2003 Florida Chapter
reunion. Chairman Art Coulon got together
with Dr. Martin Gross, and Ret. Col. Ralph
Williams to make arrangements with the
Holiday Inn in Port St. Lucie for our next
Chapter Reunion. The room rate is set at
$59.00 per night. The Holiday Inn is located
on U.S. 1 in Port St. Lucie only minutes away
from Jensen Beach, Hutchinson Island,
downtown Stuart and Fort Pierce. The hotel
is approximately 45 minutes north of Palm
Beach Airport. A detailed map with directions will be printed on the mailing that will
be sent to all dues paying members on or
about October 6, 2003. So remember...keep
those dates reserved for this reunion as time
is running out.

NEWS REGARDING OUR
MEMBERS
ANTHONY BOLOGNESE DIES: His
wife Dolores phoned this writer stating that
her husband died on February 16, 2003. The
family was having dinner the day before
when Tony felt sick. He was rushed to the
local hospital then quickly transferred to
Orlando Hospital where they performed a
balloon procedure in an attempt to save his
life. Tony suffered a heart attack, lung and
kidney failure. Tony was very active as a volunteer at the VA Hospital in his area. He and
his wife Dolores recently moved from their
home in Boynton Beach to their new home at
2587 Christopher Drive, Titusville, FL
32780, phone: 321/385-2270. Our heartfelt
sympathies goes out to Dolores and to all the
members of his family.
ROBERT HULSLANDER DIES: After a
long illness with cancer, Robert Hulslander
died at his home in Jacksonville. Bob
Hulslander served as a Lieutenant Platoon
Leader with both I & L Companies of the
60th Infantry Regiment. Bob and his wife
Helen attended many Florida Chapter
reunions. Bob & Helen made their home at
6000 San Jose Blvd. #703 in Jacksonv~lle,
FL 32217.

ROSTER UPDATE
Please add the following new members to
your Membership roster:
Herbert L. Frank, 632 Sheridan Blvd.,
Orlando, FL 32804 Ph: 407/422-5547 26th FA
Charles Mazzella, 518 Fleming St.,
Sebastian, FL 32958 Ph: 772-388-2106 Co B
9th Med.
Ret. Col. Ralph Williams, 307
Northshore Blvd. Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34986
60th FA

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please make the following change of
addresses and/or phone numbers:
Hague O'Quinn,
Med 47th Inf.
Russell Bassell,
Clyde Bobbit,
Colby Sinclair,
.
EUGENE KORTH is experiencing serious health problems. His wife Del wrote
stating that her husband suffered a major

heart attack which required several operations. Eugene has also been treated with
throat cancer. A note to Del expressing your
prayers will help. The Korths make their
home at
.
LEO BANK: In his note that included his
check for a 9th Infantry Division Emhlem
Pin, Leo wrote that he will make an effort to
attend future Florida Chapter Reunions. We
will be looking forward to seeing him in Port
St. Lucie.

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY NEWS
JEAN BAUDOUY DIES: Almost to the
day, 14 months after the demise of her late
husband Richard, Jean Baudouy died on
February 15, 2003. A phone call from her
daughter Susan stated that her mother suffered from emphysema...a chronic disease of
the lungs. Jean was rushed to the hospital in
Altamonte Springs and was put on life support unit for approximately 9 days.
According to Susan, her mother requested to
have the support unit removed and within
minutes afterward, she quietly expired. We
mour n the deaths of both Jean and Richard
who worked very hard in keeping the Florida
Chapter vibrant. Our prayers go out to both
of them. Jean is survived by 3 daughters,
Susan, Jeanette and Linda.
CYNTHIA HYDE: A note dated
November 27, 2002 from Cynthia expressed
their enjoyment at the St. Augustine
Reunion. We were happy to see both Donald
and Cynthia at our get-to-gether and are
looking forward to having them with us during our coming reunion in Port St. Lucie on
November 6, 7 and 8th.
LILA STANSELL is doing fine at· the
present since suffering from a series of small
strokes last November. She had an MRI
taken of her head which proved that nothing
was wrong. We trust, hope and pray for continued good health to Lila and H.E
DOLORES VAN DER POEL spent several days in the Jacksonville Hospital where the
surgeons implanted a pacemaker in her.
According to her husband Chuck, she is doing
quite well. We are also happy to report that
Chuck does not require surgery as a result of
his fall at the Marina in St. Augustine.
BERTHA CARSON sent in a little note
stating that she broke her hip on November
14, 2002 and is on the mend. She had help
from her sister and daughter during her
recovery and therapy sessions. Bertha stated
that she won't give up on traveling from her
New Jersey home to Florida just to see the
"gang" again. God Bless you. Bertha lives at
619A Willow Lane, Whiting, N.J. 08759.
LULA WINNINGHAM wrote saying
that she and her husband Cletus made it safely home during the severe storm that they
ran into on the way back to their home at
1112 Shirley Rd., Allart, TN. We commend
both Lula and Cletus for making this long
trip from Tenn. year after year to attend our
Chapter reunions. We enjoy their company
as they are a lot of fun.
Emil 1. De Donato
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OBITUARIES
Co. K 60th Inf.
The Dobbins Family
I'm enclosing an obituary of my beloved
husband, former SI Sgt. William R. Dobbins,
who passed away on Nov.8, 2002 and would
have been 85 if he had lived until Feb. 20th,
his birthday.
He enjoyed the Octofoil very much all
these past years as well as the reunions we
attended and found many missing Buddies
have also gone to rest.
In spite of many dangerous missions
including a shell exploding right beside him
and killing several of his men while giving
him a serious cerebral concussion, and many
other life threatening experiences in his eight
campaigns, he made it home, thank the Lord.
If it is possible, I would like and enjoy an
article in the Octofoil with his picture and
whatever information you would be willing to
use.

WILLIAM R. DOBBINS
William R. Dobbins, of Lockport passed
away on Friday, November 8, 2002 in
Lockport Memorial Hospital. He was born
on February 20, 1918 in Lockport.
Mr. Dobbins served in the U. S. Army during WWII. He was drafted on January 13,
1941 and was assigned to K Company of the
60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry
Division. He served through all eight battle
campaigns with K Company during his 32
months overseas, rising to the rank of Staff
Sergeant before being discharged in August
1945.
He and his wife, Lucille Smith Dobbins
were married on August 23, 1942 in
Lockport, a mere two months before he
sailed to participate in the invasion of North
Africa. Besides his wife , he is survived by
three sons, four grandchildren, and one
great grandson, plus several nieces and
nephews.

Illinois Times-Tribune newspaper.
I believe on one of the occasions that we
spoke on the phone, you told me that subscribers to the 9th Infantry newsletter were
allowed to have any articles they needed printed and I would like to subscribe to your
newsletter now. I have enclosed a check for a
three year subscription and ask that you
please print my name and address with the
obituary and a request for anyone who knew
or remembers my grandfather to please write
or e-Mail to me.
Thank you very much in advance for all of
your help and conversation this past month. If
you have any questions or concerns please do
not hesitate to call or write 6
PS: Also, if it is not too much trouble could
you mail me the letter my grandfather wrote
to you or a copy of it? I would like to see what
he was requesting of you so that I can perhaps
find it along with the book he wanted and give
it to my father or Grandmother at my wedding.
Sincerely,
Lori Ann Foster

ARLIE "JAKE" FOSTER
Arlie Ray "Jake" Foster, 84, of Chatham,
died February 19,2003, at St. John's Hospital,
Springfield. He was born May 10, 1918, at
Curran.
He married Bettie Mohn November 8,
1940 in Clayton, Missouri. Mr. Foster was a
member of the VFW, Chatham; a lifetime
member of the D.A.V. and was a self
employed carpenter for 50 years prior to his
retirement.
He was in the U. S. Army with the 9th
Infantry Division, during world War II serving
in the Rhineland and Ardennes Campaigns.
He received the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Two Bronze Stars, and the Combat
Infantry Badge while on duty with Company
L, 60th Infantry Regiment.
Surviving are his wife Bettie Foster of
Chatham, two sons, seven grandchildren,
three great grandchildren, and several nieces
and nephews. Inter Veterans Burial Detail of
Sangamon County conducted military services. Burial was in Chatham Cemetery,
Chatham.
(From the Newark Star-Ledger)

Philip R. Cancell~te of Plainfield,
79, awarded Silver Star in WWII
A Mass for Philip R. Cancellate, 79, a lifelong Plainfield Resident and a decorated
World war II veteran, will be at 9 AM Friday
in St. Joseph's Church, North Plainfield, after
the funeral from Watchung.
Mr. Cancellate. who died Monday at
home, was a floor man for Mack Truck for 10
years hefore retiring. Before that he worked in
Lucille and Bill Dobbins
his family's ice business in Plainfield.
He served in the Army Medical Corps with
Co. L, 60th Inf.
the 39th Infantry Regiment during World War
Arlte "Jake" Foster
II and was awarded the Silver Star Medal and
two Purple hearts, among other decorations.
A member of the Military Order of the
I was a former member of the Ninth
Infantry Assoc. and was under the impression Purple Heart, Sgt. H.J. Kupper Chapter 27,
that it had been dissolved. My granddaughter South Bound Brook, Mr. Cancellate also
contacted you by phone and gave me your belonged to the Veterans of Foreign Wars
address. I would like to know the reunion Storr-Ritchie Post 506, North Plainfield, the
Silver Star Association, Lakewood, New
schedule if it isn't too much trouble.
Years ago a New Jersey publisher edited a Jersey Amvets Post 151 and the Ninth Infantry
History of the Ninth Infantry. His name was Division Association in Weehawken. He was a
Dan Quinn. I wonder if it is still available.
member of the Mack NPA in East Hanover.
I served in Co. L, 60th Regt., 9th Div. from
Surviving are a daughter, Jo Ann Metz: a
Sept. 1944 until Mar. 21, 1945 and would' sister, Sally Basha, and three grandchildren.
enjoy hearing from anyone that served.
Yours in comradeship,
Kathleen Luckard
Arlie R. Foster
Feb. 07, 2003

Co. L, 60th Inf.
Lori Foster,
Arlie R. Foster's Granddaughter
March 03, 2003

My father, Stephen B. Grey died
September 8, 2002. I do not know his unit,
but he was a SSgt. in the 9th Division from
Utah Beach until the end of WW II. He
wanted me to let you know of his passing.

·
I'm sad to write to you that my grandfather, Arlie Foster, passed away on .Wednesday,
February 19th, 2003. I have enclosed a copy
of his obituary as it appeared in the Troy,

Co. M 47th Inf.
Mrs. Kathry.n H. Schriffen

ILLINOIS CHAPTER NEWS
We have just returned from the Reunion
in Lancaster. Our Compliments to Al
Perna and his committee for a beautiful
Reunion. Everything was perfect except for
the inaccessibility at the hotel for the
handicapped. We thoroughly enjoyed the
theatre even tho we felt like GI's again lining up for thefood. The Memorial service
was very moving with the Color Guards
and the Choir. The banquet dinner was
excellent. Thanks again, AI.
The Illinois Chapter was represented by
Dave Heller, John and Helen Clouser, Jack
and Nadine Collier, and Ann and I. We
missed having the Andersons. As you may
have heard, Marion Anderson passed away
in February and Gordon was not up to
coming. In January, Howard Gaertner lost
his wife, Grace, suddenly. Our deepest
sympathy to both families in their loss. We
will miss both those lovely ladies. In
December, Cecil Lacie, wife of the late Joe
Lacie (C Btry, 60th F. A.) passed away. We
also enjoyed the company of Marilyn
Martin, wife of the late Billie Martin, and
Only Rishel, wife of the late Doc. Also
present were Agnes Speers and Madeline
Burr. This is part of the SYN Club. We
have to report that the Club was busted by

the Security Guards at the hotel. No gambling is allowed in Lancaster County. We
will have to resume our membership in
Angola in October. Our compliments to
Joe Killen on the January-February issue
of the Octofoil. It was well done even if we
received the issue on April 14th. I guess
the old Post Office isn't running as efficiently since I retired.
The October Outstate Meeting will still
be held this year with the Michigan
Chapter hosting. It will be October 14th
and 15th at the Ramada Inn in Angola,
Indiana The rates will be the same as last
year and we will have the hospitality
rooms. More info later or check with the
Michigan news.
Our congratulations to Elmer Wagner on
being elected President of the Ninth for the
coming year. It was great seeing Dan and
Marie Quinn at the Reunion. We have
missed them the last few years ..
Not much more to report. Hope everyone
stays well and we hope to make the next
reunion in New York. the Good Lord willing. Here's to seeing some of you in
Angola.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Belmonte.

I am sorry to have to write to you with
bad news. My father, Joseph Kearns, the
1974 President of the New York Chapter of
the 9th Division Assn. died on February 16,
2003. He was a member of M Company, the
47th Regiment. Although he suffered from
Alzheimer's Disease he never forgot his
Army buddies. Sincerely, His daughter
Kathryn.

Chapter for many years. He kept the
Florida Chapter fiscally sound by his merchandising skills, selling caps, embroidered insignia patches, decals, etc. He
chaired many Florida Chapter Reunions
and played a major role in hosting the 1985
and 1990 National Reunions that were held
in Florida.
The National Organization and especially the Florida chapter lost a super
member. We mourn the loss of this little
guy with a big heart.
Henry Santos died in his sleep on
Sunday, March 30, 2003. He suffered a
stroke in 1998 and was a patient at the
James Harley Veterans Hospital in Tampa,
Florida. Henry chose to eliminate any
services in Florida; instead he requested to
be buried in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. He
is survived by his wife, Eva, and two sisters. Condolences may be sent to his wife,
Eva Santos,

Co. M 60th INF.
Cole Gronseth
Cole Gronseth, a former Company
Commander of Company M, 60th Infantry.
Regiment, passed away on February 26, 2003.
The cause of death is listed as prostate cancer.
He and his wife recently returned north to
be near their children, after being a Florida
Chapter member until 1998. He is survived by
his wife, Eileen, three sons and a daughter.
Condolences may be sent to the family at the
above address or by phone to 517-381-0267.
Florida Chapter member H. F. Stansell
recalls that Capt. Gronseth was a great leader
in combat. The two families stayed in touch
with each other since the end of the War.

A TRIBUTE TO
HENRY SANTOS (1918 - 2003)
by Emil De Donato
A Dedicated Ninth Inf. Div. Assn.
Member
Those of us who knew Henry Santos
will remember him for his dedication to the
9th Infantry Division Association. He
served as President of the National
Association from September 1989 until
October 1990 when he turned the gavel
over to Mike Belmonte, the incoming
President.
Henryfs tenacity in the Associationfs
activities was very apparent, especially
when it came time to debate certain issues.
For example: When he took issue against
allowing Viet-Nam 9th Division veterans
into our organization, he fought hard convincing a majority membership to vote
'NO' thus denying the 9th Division VietNam veterans membership in our organization. Conversely, he was unyielding
when he fought for many good programs
that benefited our organization.
Henry took on the tremendous job of
Chairman of the 1997 National Reunion
held at the Galt House in Louisville,
Kentucky. His enthusiasm in taking on this
awesome job practically single handed
proved that one man with a strong commitment can produce a successful reunion.
In addition to his hard work in the
National Organization, Henry was a
'giant' as the Treasurer of the Florida

Eva and Henry Santos
Co. A, 47th Inf.
Larry McLaughlin

Hope you are doing well Health wise.
Here is another donation to the Memorial
Fund.
This time it's for Henry Santos. His wife
called me last evening and told me he had
passed away March 30th. He had been in
the Tampa VA Hospital for almost seven
years. (What a life!!) His body was taken
North to Rhode Island where he was
buried. Henry was in the 15th Engrs when
he was part of the 9th Division. I will be
unable to make the reunion this year. I
wish good health to you and Marie.
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MAIL CALL
47TH INF. F CO.
Rodger Alsgaard

ship, two decals and a
Bless.

donation. God

47TH INF. E CO.
John T. Davis
Just a few lines to let the troops know
that I am still well and kicking. This of
course is after I spent over two weeks in a
hospital getting my body back in shape.
Found my body to be depleted of all that is
needed to keep one alive. On top of all else
I had a minor Stroke. Body not damaged
but I lost the peripheral vision of my left
eye. And so as directed by my children and
my doctor, I won't be driving any cars. I'll
be leaving Saginaw and will be living with
my daughter in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.For all,
the new address is up at the top.
See you all in PA. I'm coming with
Elmer and Tom.

Please sign my father up as a member of
your 9th Division Association.Dad joined
the Company E, 2nd Battalion, 47th
Regiment, 9th Division at Ft. Bragg in
September of 1942 and participated in the
invasion of North Africa. He was captured
at EI Guettar in Tunisia on March 28, 1943.
We both plan on being in Lancaster in
April, hope to meet you there.
Sorry that this is so late in arriving. I write
the check over a month ago and it got
mixed up with a bunch of other papers, but
here it. Thanks for all.

9TH SIGNAL CO.
Everett H. Spink

84TH F. A. B BATTERY
Samuel D. Robinson

Enclosed is check for my 2003 dues and 2
decals. I am sorry I am late with payment
but I intended to pay them at reunion at
Pigeon Forge. I didn't get a Octofoil telling
of the proceedings at the reunion business
meetings. If you have an extra copy I would
appreciate having one. I was a little surprised the banquet was not held in the
headquarters motel and the banquet ticket
prices were pretty expensive.The best to
you and your wife; best regards.

15TH ENGRS. B CO.
Ernest G. Micka

We hope you're feeling well and getting
through each day. Enclosed please find
check to cover dues for the next 3 years.
Our reunion is creeping up on us real fast
now and it will be great to get together
once again with all our friends and buddies.

60TH INF. H CO.
Eugene Ray Landis

Sorry I am so very late with my dues. I will
try doing better next year. I am 80 years
old and being treated for prostate. I am
doing very well under the circumstances.
Just a little slow. I am not complaining, just
stating a fact. The Lord brought me
through the "Battle of the Bulge" and He
continues to look after me now. I know that
some day I will join Him, but in themeantime I take advantage of every day.Bob
Rybka told me this year the conference is
being held in Lancaster, Penn. That is
where my Amish ancestors came from and
I would sure like to see the Landis museum
and the town of Landisville again as well as
some of my "battle buddies". I probably
would not recognize names or faces, but it
would sure be fun to try. I still drive a lot,
but I do not know if I can make it this year
because of the timing. We will try working
it out. If not this year maybe next year. We
are dying off at a rate of twelve hundred a
day and I need to keep in touch while I can.
Enclosed check is for one year member-

I can't make any more reunions. I have
not been well for a few years. I can't even
write a check!! Belle has done all for me. I
keep in contact with Hank Downs and
Dick O'Conner, both with B-84th F.A. I
call them every week. They have health
problems too!! And I do so miss my dear
friends Ron Murphy and Tom Boyle. We
called each other often. .
I hope you can give me Gen. W.T.
Westmoreland's new address. "Westy" as I
call him, had his address changed as of last
October. I wrote and wished him a "Happy
88th Birthday" and the letter came back.
Can you tell me how to find his new
address? He signs his mail to me "Westy"
like Father Ed calls him.
I hope you two are well! Love you! My
writing is not too good. I am 87 and who
knows if I can be here for another year..

15TH ENGRS. A CO.
Carroll "Doc" Devoid

Had the call yesterday from Eva Santos of
Henry's death. I knew it was coming but
the reality hits hard. He was a good friend.
Too few of us left. I'm enclosing a check
for the memorial fund in memory otHenry
Santos and Jerry Fasano, who were two
very dedicated members of the Ninth Inf.
Div. Assn. May this find you in good health
again. Sincerely.

47TH INF. H CO.
John Popp

I am one of the first that started the 9th
Division at Ft. Bragg. We were in tents at
the beginning. I was in 47th Inf., H Co. 2nd
Platoon and I was in it till the end of the
war in Europe. I was wounded, but still
came back to my outfit and that is where I
was when I came home. I joined the 9th
Assn. in 1946. I had my original card up
till last year when I lost my wallet. I would
like if it is possible to have the same number. I'm sorry to hear about Mr. Quinn, he
sure did a good job in all those years. Wish
him a speedy recovery. God bless Dan and

his wife of so many years ..I'm a little late
with my dues. I hope I can go on for a
while longer. Age 83 years and in good
health. Thanks to my wonderful wife of 55
years. It is impossible for me to go to the
reunion. I hope you have a great turnout.
That's all for now. I would like to hear from
any of myoid friends.

47TH INF. ANTI- TANK CO.
Ethel Smith
5
Please accept this small donation to help
the Octofoil and the Association to contin-'
ue. My husband was a member from the
very beginning of the 9th Assn. We attended one of the first reunions held at the
Hotel New Yorker in New York City. While
he never became active in the Assn., his
love and pride in the 9th were wonderful to
see.
I was both surprised and happy to
receive the Octofoil after John's death in
May 2000. We always read it from cover to
cover and it was nice to be able to still do
this. I hope that your health has improved
and will continue to do so, so that you can
still enjoy life as you wish. My fondest
regards to you and the men of the 9th
Division. My prayers for those who may
have to serve in this war.
PS:- We were both born and raised in
North Bergen, NJ and lived there most of
our lives. Since it is so close to Weehawken
we felt a "Kinship" to you.

you for the Octofoil.

K CO. 60TH INF.
Mrs. Charles W. Fisher

Yesterday morning the Octofoil arrived
addressed to Charles Fisher. It was the first
one in over a year and I realized that you
had never been notified of Charlie's death
on March 26th, 2002 here in Florida. He
was a member of the 9th Division, 60th
Infantry, K Company and had attended a
few reunions. He kept up with several of
his fellow officers - Fred Golub, Al
Brushac, etc.
Sincerely,

B CO. 47TH INF.
George R. Nell

I was a member of the 9th from July
1944 up until January 1946 when I rotated
back to the States on points. I was wounded November 19, 1944 and spent time in
the hospital in England. I was a member of
the 1st platoon of Company B 47th Inf. I
didn't realize the Association existed until
it came up on the net. I'm interested in
receiving the newsletter about the
Association. Check enclosed.
Thanks

F CO. 47TH INF.
M CO. 60TH INF.
Bob Bovanizer

These letters are so hard to write. The
60th Inf. M Co. has lost four men recently.
Please put their names in the Taps Column
and accept our check as a Memorial to
these men. The most recent was Cole
Gronseth who lost his long battle with
Cancer, Feb. 26, 2003. They had moved
back to Michigan and this is a recent
address. You can reach Eileen at 1821 West
Grand River Ave., #4, Okemos, MI 48864.
P~one # (517) 481- 0267. The family is
planning a Memorial Service on Sunday
May 4th at Martinsons Funeral Home in
Suttons Bay, MI from 1 to 4 PM.
In December 2001 Joe Gargie passed on.
He had been in poor health for quite some
time. Also in December 2001 George
Brum died suddenly. Both of these men
were long timers. George started at Bragg
and Joe started in Africa and both were
with the company all the way thru.
Germany. Colie Daniels died in September
2001. As we say the circle grows smaller.
Hope this finds you both in good health.
Bob and I haven't been able to make a
Reunion in a couple of years. Maybe with
Lancaster so close we can do it. will try
anyway. Thank you for the excellent job
you do with the Octofoil. Also enclosed are
Bob's dues for three years.
Sincerely,
Marge.

CO. B 9TH MEDICS
Charles A. Mazzella

While in combat, we were attached to
the 47th Inf. C Co. Aid Station. On 11 July,
1944 the whole Aid Station was captured.
Captain Copliman was in charge and we
finished the war in prison camp. Thank

Robert H. Landis

Would you please see that my wife's
name is placed in the next issue of the
Octofoil in the "Taps Sounded" column Betty 1. Landis.Thank You.

K CO. 39TH INF.
Leo!1 Lowery

I have often wondered if other former
Ninth Division soldiers have had the following problem: I was assigned to Co. k,
39th Inf., Ninth Div. in Sicily and with the
exception of two wounds which were not
serious, I was with Co. K, 39th until the
end. I was never part of any other unit.
My official Army discharge states the
following: Sergeant, Co. B, 62nd Armored
Infantry Battalion. I have never heard of
this unit and don't know if they were ever
in combat. My official Army discharge
should have been: Staff Sgt., Company K,
39th Infantry Regiment, Ninth Infantry
Division. Several letters were sent to St.
Louis for correction but I never received
an answer.
I was told by another former soldier that
when I had enough points to go home in
September 1945, I was assigned to this unit
for departure to the U. S. I was on a troop
ship from Southern France to Boston.
.Maybe that unit was on this ship. I always
thought that a soldier's record went with
him wherever he went. Maybe it's the fault
of the 39th or the division record section at
headquarters.
My children and grandchildren will
always think that I drove a tank in World
War II when they see my record. I was
proud to have been a soldier in Co. K, 39th
Infantry. Good luck to all.
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MAIL CALL
CO. L, 47TH INE
William; Muldoon

Hello and greetings from old Bill
Muldoon here in Bethpage. Still recouperating from my set back with Doctors this
past three months. I think they have me on
a recovery project now. One more important visit with the Doctor on April 24th to
give me the final okey. Thanks Joe for giving me courage and hopes with your
knowledge of the situation.
I am writing this letter also on a sad note.
I got a telephone cal I from Marie McGinley
to inform me of her Thomas McGinley's
passing away on April 11th. He was 78
years old and would have been 79 had he
have lived 'till June. I am enclosing a donation in remembrance of Torn, a good
buddy. Put his name in the "Taps Sounded"
column.
Tom was in Cannon Company, 47th
Regiment from England to the end of the
conflict in Germany. His wife asks me if
she can still receive the Octofoil as he
always enjoyed reading it. Tom also attended many reunions, and I'm sure others
members of the 9th Division will remember him.
The address of the McGinley's is

Joe, you must forgive me for not attending the Lancaster Reunion and I am hoping
that with the right treatment I will be able
to be myself once more. Good luck on the
up coming reunion and I hope all will have
a good time. Hope your wife, Emma, is in
good shape by now.
Your buddy, Bill Muldoon

CO. B, 47TH INF.
Warren A. Robinson

Enclosing my check for three years dues
and a snapshot taken shortly after the war's
end in front of our supply room and
kitchen. The snapshot was taken in the

Standing left to right Ed
unknown, Warren Robinson,
Bridges, unknown squatting in front of
group. All Co. B 47TH INF. REG.

small town of Halmhausen. Germany.
The group shown are memhers' of
Company B. 47th Infantry Regiment. I'm
included but can only identify two others in
the group. Standing in the photo. ieft to
right. are :( I) Ed Custer. unknown GL (3)
Warren Robinson. (2) Paul Bridges. and an
unknown GJ sittmg in front of the group.
I'm hoping all pictured are well and doing
fine. I would appreciate it if someone
could put names to go along with those
faces from 1945.

just an honest appraisal.
We can never replace men such as Ed
because the spirit and the sense of duty that
radiated from him rubbed off and carried
to the people around him. and not too many
of LIS have those attributes. Let us thank the

TIP OF THE HAT

Remembering the Memorial Fund and
their buddies who have answered their last
Roll Call, we thank the following members
and friends.
Alex T. Forrest in memory of all of the men
MICHIGAN CHAPTER NEWS of the 15th Combat Engineer Bn. who have
A letterfi"()fll Elmer Wagnef;
passed on.
Chapter Treasurer:George H. Brown in memory of Ed
Our Michigan Chapter has just lost our Wisniewski. Warren Evans, and Clarence
Secretary. Ed Vv'isniewski died on March Olmbs.
10th after a lengthy illness, Ed vVisllicv,ski Mrs. Lucille Dobbins in memory of her
was in Service Co., 47th Inf
husband, William R. Dobbins of Co. KLast fall we lost Billie Martin of the 26th 60th lnf..
F A. Torn Hatton, Everett Tapp, Marilyn Robert Bovanizer in memory of Colie
Martin, widow of Billie Martin, and I were Daniels, George Brum, Joe Gargie, and
at Ed's funeral last Saturday.
Cole Gronseth.
Just recently I had successful Cataract Ms. Dolores Bauman in memory of Marion
surgery. I'll be at Lancaster next month.
Anderson, beloved wife of Gordon
*****
Anderson.
A letter from Everett N. Tapp,
Mrs. Rose Bonkowski in memory of
Chapter Presidenr:Marion Anderson, beloved wife of Gordon
I wanted to wnte you and say thanks and Anderson.
congratulations on the job you have taken Henry S. Geary in memory of Sgt. Quinlan
on. I salute you and also tip my hat to you. and the men of Co. L, 47th Inf.
I was unaware of you taken over and shoul- Chuck Van DerPoel in memory of Allen
dering Dan's duties until Saturday two Hadfield, Roy Anderson, and C. Cato all 1weeks ago at Ed \Visniewskj's funeral. 60th KIAs.
Elmer Wagner and Tom Hatton told me, Adolph Wadalavage in memory of Jacob
and I received my Octofoil Wednesday and "Jake" Nailor III of the 9th MP Platoon.
enjoyed it very much. Thanks again. Keep Ms. Dolores Bauman in memory of Grace
up the good work and keep smiling. as you Gaertner, beloved wife of Howard Gaertner
have broad shoulders along with that big Carroll "Doc" Devoid in memory of Henry
broad smile.
Santos and Jerry Fasano of Co. A, 15th
Engrs..
Ms. Ethel Smith in memory of her husband,
A TRIBtTTE TO ED\VIN W.
Jonn Smith of Anti-Tank Co., 47th Inf.
WISNIEWSKI
Arthur C. Clark in memory of the men who
We don't need fancy words to praise this have passed from Co. M, 39th Inf.
friend of ours. His whole existence can be Bill Muldoon in memory of Thomas
summed up in one word SERVICE. Service McGinley, of Cannon Co., 47th Inf.
to God and his church, service to his country, service to his fellow veterans, service to
his community, and of course, service to
his family.
Wherever Ed thought that his heIp would
be needed he pitched right in without looking to see who would get the credit for
doing the job. His enthusiasm caused him
to take on workloads of almost all of the
veteran and religious oriented organizations that he belonged to. Our Association
enjoyed his tenure as . our National
President while he served on the Board of
governors. Although we shared Ed with the
Knights of Columbus, the VFW, the PLAY,
this busy 85 years young Michigan Chapter
Secretary found time to speak to the
Richmond school children in class on the
topic of the military history of World War
II. Rest assured that Ed gave the 9th
Infantry Division the full credit that we
deserved at these assemblies; not more,
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Lord that Ed saw fit to share his time on
this earth with us. We extend our condolences to his wife Margaret, his children
and grandchildren, and to the host of his
many friends throughout the country.
Farewell old friend, you did us proud.

Gerry Bryant in memory of Jacob "Jake"
Nailor III of the 9th MP Platoon.
Chuck Van DerPoel in memory of Jean and
Richard Baudouy, Co. M, 47th Inf.
Mrs. Antoinette Mastrangelo in memory of
her husband, Peter of Co. B, 47th Inf.
Bob Lewis in memory of all of the E-47th
men who were at EI Guettar.
Bill Crain in memory of Billie Martin
Sam Trapasso in memory of all of our members who are no longer with us.
John Lannon in memory of Harold
McCracken and Michael Mederios of the
34th FA.
Dave Heller in memory of Chaplin Irving
Tepper and Col. Kaufman.
Chester Mikus in memory of the
Artillerymen.
William Bongiorno in memory of Fran
Maher, John Murray, and Mac McKenzie.
Herb Stern in memory of our comrades of
the Southwest Chapter who died in the last
year.
Albert T. Farese In memory of his good
friends, Father "Flip" DeLaura and Waldo
Kraft.
Pat DeColli in memory of the members of
the 15th Combat Engineers who have
passed on.
John Bonkowski in memory of Billie
Martin and Ed Wisniewski, of the Michigan
Chapter
Dick McGrath in memory of the 15th
Combat Engineer Bn. men who have passed
on..
Emil Langer In memory of lllS brother
Joseph and his sister-in-law Mildred
Langer.
Lawrence Vinci in memory of PFC Sloan
and LT. B. Albers, both of Co. B, 47th'lnf.

Ninth Infantry Division Association 1st Reunion - 1946 Hotel New Yorker, New York City.
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